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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1951

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmittee on Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Quall, Talcott, Haler, Morrell, Canpbell, OBrien

Hanki ns, Kagi and MDernott)
READ FI RST Tl ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to vision exans for school-aged children; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Vision is one of the primary senses used in the early | earning
process;

(2) Vision problens affecting preschool and school -age children can
inpact a child' s ability to |earn;

(3) Econom cal ly di sadvantaged children have | ess access to health
care and therefore, may have a proportionally greater Iikelihood of
havi ng undi agnosed vision problens that nmay affect their ability to
| earn;

(4) Vision problenms in young children can be msinterpreted as
neur odevel opnental delay or as learning disabilities; and

(5) CQurrent screening for visual acuity at distance is insufficient
to detect all vision defects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnment of health shall convene
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a work group to reevaluate visual screening of children in public
school s and nmake any recommendations regarding changes to the rules.
I n devel oping its recomrendati ons, the work group shall, at a m ni num

(a) Consider the benefits of conplete eye exanms on public schoo
chil dren;

(b) Consider when visual screening, conplete eye exans, or both
shoul d take place in preschool or kindergarten through high school in
order to ensure children are best prepared for the |learning
envi ronnent ; and

(c) Consider what screening techniques would be appropriate in a
school setting.

(2) In developing the recomendations, the departnent of health
shall consult wth the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the state board of health, the optonetric physicians of
Washi ngt on, and the Washi ngton acadeny of eye physicians and surgeons.

(3) The work group shall nake a prelimnary report to the
| egi sl ature and the state board of health by Decenber 1, 2005. The
wor k group shall make final recommendations to the legislature and to
the state board of health by Decenber 1, 2006.

(4) If specific funding for this act is not referenced by bill or
chapter nunber in the biennial omibus appropriations act by June 30,
2005, this act is null and void.

~-- END ---
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